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Entry: and Receprion 


O0 


Three Extraordinary triſh 


AMBASSADORS, Sc. 


ö Lthough pere, had 
h A the Honour of predicting the 
4 Year 1588 to be the grand 
\ | ClimaQterick of the World; yet cer- 
| | faint is, the true Original Author 
of this was the famous Nobertus 
| Sematchwens : the ſame, who likewiſe 
| foretold the Year 166 6 would be 
' A 2 # 


——ů — — 
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of " <2 7 
Aue Mirabilis, or a Year 80 Won⸗ 


ders; and that 1 716 would be ano- 
ther Seculus Hrrbæ, or .Sealon of 
Prodigies. And we find he was not 
a truer Prophet 1 in either of the for- 
mer Inſtances, than he Hatli proved 
in the latter; * ince no Time in the 
Memory of Man hath afforded ſo 
many ſtrange, and Wonderful Sights, 
both of Foreign and Native Grow th, 
as this preſent Year of our Lord, in 


2 


this our renowned Iſland, of Great 


Britdia. ISCIDIOST: 55161 | 
Nowithſiandivg, the ia be ſo, 
yet J will be bold to affirm, "with 


due Deference however to . of 


a contrary Opinion, that of all other 
Sights, that which happened at St. 
James Palace and Somerſet-Houſe on 
the i oth of A pril laſt, exceedeth both 
in the Dignity of ahe Parties therein 
concemed, the Novelty of the Spe- 
Gacle, and likew iſe the Cops; | 

Gal- 


154 
Gallantry, and Magniſi cence where 


with the whole was Ora ated. That 
which I mean, and Which hath de- 
ſervedly attracted the Eyes, and 
employed the Tongues and Pens of 
the Learned World, will, be eaſily 
gueſſed by any diſcerning Reader to 
be the ſo much celebrated Entry and 
Reception of the Three Iriſh Ambaſ- 
ſadors from Dublin; or to {peak 
more properly, from the Univer ity 
there founded, and now exceeding- 


ly: flouriſhing, and likely long to 
flouriſh. 


The Names of theſe Thite are 
Dr. Pratt, Provoſt of the College, 
Dr. Barckley, and Dr. Howard, Two 
Fellows thereof. 

I am not ignorant that ĩt hath born 
a; Diſpute among the Nice, per- 
haps too nice Connoiſeurs, or Preten- 
ders, whether Dr. Barckley were to 
be deemed one of the Amba ſſaders , 
| it 
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i being objected, that he did not 


come over directly and on purpoſe 
and Expreſs upon this Errand, as — 
the Other T wo. But to his grea 

Comfort the moſt eminent Vila, 
Member of the Royal Society 1 the 
Honourable Mr. R xis, having cif 
euſ 8d the Point amply, and con- | 
ſulted iquefort and others upon it, 
hath decided it in Dr. Barckley 8 Fa- 
vour. And likewiſe the Reaſon of 
the Thing g proves the Objection to 
be altogether frivolous ; For in the 
firſt place, it is a common Practice 


2 
for an Ambaſſador to lie Leiger at 


the Courts of Stranger Princes, un- 


der the general Appellation of Mi- 
niſter from ſuch a Prince or ſuch a 


State, without aſſuming the Stile and 


Character of an Ambaſſador; as is 
evident in the Caſe of the Earl of 
St—rs; and that this doth not hin? 


der, but he may afterwards take 
| upon 


L 2 | 
upon him that Character, is plain 
dom the ſame Inſtance, 2 Ys 5 
ſhip being every Day upon the Eve 
of declaring himſelf Ambaſſador, as 
we are inform d by the Flying Pot 
and Daily Courant, who ſurely 1 
not be guilty, of 0 great a Viſtake, 
in a Matter of ſuch Importance, if 
there were winds eee in the: 
Thing. » Jie | 

And ory the Genlimen viſion 
u, about whom the Queſtion is, 
had the Honour to be next the other 
Two, both in the Preſence - Cham · | 

ber and; at the Feaſt-Table ; and, 
which puts the Matter out of all 
doubt, was ſtiled in the Gazette of 

Tueſday the 17th of April, one of the 

Deputier; and therefore - whoever: 
goeth about malicionſly. to deprive. 

him of the Name and Reputation of - 

an Ambaſlador, doth: commit an Alt 

of: yo Injuſtice, and taketh aẽw ay 
from 


[3] 

from him that, to which he hath as 
clear and equitable aRight, as seither 
of the others. 1 

This Point, wherein the Honour 
of the Embally is ſo much concern d, 
being ſettled; it is high time to cone 
to that of the Entry and Reception. 
And here I cannot ſufficiently lament; 
that norwithſtahding - all the Searcy 
T have made, and the moſt diligent 
Purſuit to trace out this whole Af 
fair, I have not been able to inform 
my elf how, in what Order, Ve- 
hicle, or Proceffion they ade their 
Ce ade towards the Court. Sure 
it was not conſiſtent with their Cha- 
racter to creep in by any Back- door; 
and yet how they could make ky 
Public Entry and the Public know 
nothing of the Matter, is utterly be- 
yond my Underſtanding. - So this 
being to me an indiſſoluble Knot, 1 


muſt leave ir to ſome future Com — er 
to 


% 
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to penetrate into theſe minute and 
imperceptible Seeds- of Secrers; with 
the Report whereof, I hope the 
World will at ſome time or other 
be highly enlightned. c 
The firſt Place therefore that 1 
hear of our Ambaſſadors, is the 
Robing-Room at St. James's s Palace 5 
that is to ſay, a Room where they 
put on their Robes prepared for the 
Solemmity : For this much I have 
come to the Knowledge of, that 
they did not put on their extraordi- 
nary Habits before they came to 
Court; whether it were that tliey 
feared the wiſe Obſervation that the 
greateſt Per ſons in Company are uſual- 
ly "the moi beſpotted, might have 
been verified on them as they paſſed 
through the Streets; or that ir might 
have aſſembled too great a Con- 
courſe of Women and Children to 
ſce them dreſed in Scarlet, (for of 
B that | 


1 ] 

that Colour were their Ceremonial 
Habits)-. and chat this might have 
brought a Scandal upon the Goyern- 
ment, as if the Church were in Dan⸗ 
ger, when the Red-Coats had the up- 
per Hand of the Black Gomn. 
Some Time and much Pains were 
; ſpent, to equip ous. Ambaſſadors; 
and it is not the Icaſt renagkable 
Circumſtance of the whole, chat in 
this Operation there happen: d not 
the leaſt Miſadventure, ee that 
a, beautiful young Damoſel, liſs 
Mea mg, bolted. into the 7 r 
zuſt as the Gentlemen were — put- 
ting on their Gowns; which, as it 
put che Virgin into no little Con- 
fuſion, ſo it extremely diſcom- 
pol; ed che Gentlemen, who were 
forced to ſummon all Theis Wi ſdom 
to recollect chat Gravity, „Which Was 
ſo ſuitable to the —_ aud. impor- 


tant Parts they were to act. 


This 


[+ ] 


| This Ruffle being over they were = 
conducted through the Lodgini 8 to 


a noble Room, where the Elder 
of the Three waae his - — a very 
quaint Harangue, replete with pro- 
per Coffecits and pretty Turns of 
Wit. The Speech 1 is in Print, and 
I hope will convince thoſe athong 
us, who give themſelves: Airs in 
laughing at Strangers, that Triſh On. 
derftandings are not quite 0 con- 
temptible as they would make Folks 
believe. Certainly, if the Gram- 
mar and Engliſh, and Setife had 
been a little better obſerved, che 
Orator might have challenged e'er 
a Meſtminſter- Boy, ot even — 


Chriſt- Church man of them all, 


produce higher Flights and Strat 
of Elniphetnbs or a prettier Pls 


of Poetical Profe, ©***7 


+ 
T9 i 


B 2 [ muſt 
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. I myſt not omit to mention, that 


upon entring the Preſence- Chamber, 
three reyerend and not ruſtick Bows 
were made by each of the Ambaſ- 
fadors. When the Speech and An- 
ſwer were over, they retired in 
Form, haying religiouſly obſerved, 
during the whole Ceremony, at their 
advancing and retreating, to, keep 
their Faces always towards the Ca- 
nopy of State; left if they ſhould 
have done otherwiſe, People would 
have ſaid, they turned their Backs 
upon their Pr—ce. 

Hereupon they were re-condufted 
to the Robing-Room, where they. 
waited not above Three Hours to 
draw Breath and prepare for. the 
enſuing Part of the Ceremony ; and 
then they were introdu ced to her 
who received them very graci- 


ouſly. 
f f 5 Among 


[13] 

Among the numerous Throng of 
Gazers and Hearers was the famous 
Mr. G—ge, who, as the World 
believes, was converted from the 
Errors and Superſtitions of Popery 
by a Set of Dutch dapple-grey 
Horſes. Nor is the Report very 
unlikely ; for although thoſe Horſes 
may not have the Faculty of Speech, 
much leſs be able to enter into the 
Depths of the Controverſy between 
the Proteſtants and Papiſts; yet I 
cannot {ee why Horles may not 
make a Man a Proteſtant, conſider- 
b ing what Aſſes thoſe are, who are 
; the Teachers of Popery. 
I know it hath been invidiouſly 
given out by ſome ewil-minded Fer- 
L | ſors, that this Gentleman was the 
| | Introducer of our Ambaſſadors. 
But how is that poſſible, that one 
who hath openly betray d a Con- 
tempt for the Souls of Women, and 
Was 


Lu; 
was a Papiſt, as it were, but Ve- 
ſterday, ſhould have to Day ſuch 
Intereſt at Court? Or whey that 
hath the leaſt Spark of Ingenuity, 
but muſt look upon this to be a 
fabulous Apocryphal Point of Hi- 
ſtory ! 78 | 

Next they were led to kiſs the 
Hands of the Three little—— who, 
to their Aftoniſhmenr, gave ſuch 
Anſwers and ack d ſuch Queſtions, 
as the Doctors themſelves would 
have done in their Places. 

From the Palace of St. James 


the Ambaſladors were to be con- 


ducted to Somerſei-Houſe And now 
it was they were to be elevated to 

the higheſt Pitch of Human Gran- 
deur. Well was it for them that 
they carried along with them a ſuf- 
ficient - Stock of Humility by way 
of Poize ; elſe how eaſily might 


their Heads have been turned in ſo 
nice 


EM 

nice a Conjuncture? The Secretary 
to the had a Coach or Berlin, 
I cannot exactly ſay which; ready 
for them: Into that they mounted; j 
and here the Reader may better | 
imagine than I deſcribe, how over- 
flowing with Joy were their Hearts, 
in Contemplation of Honours re- 
ceived and Honours yet to come. 
But in them behold the uncertain 
State of ſublunary Things! On 
a: ſudden, near Northumberland 
Houſe | in the Strand, juſt where a 
new Houſe is building, or an old 
one repairing, the Coach overturn d, 
and down fell the Embaſſy. :. Ei- 
ther ſome Rogues of Jacobites ha- 
ving thrown Duſt and Rubbiſh in 
the Way on purpole to caſt an Af 
front upon the Go nt, or elſe the 
Coachman himſelf being of the 
Plot, as often we bring our worſt 
Enemies from Home: Yet, as God 

2 would 


[36] 


would TW! it, no other Damage 


enſued, only that cheir Excellencies 


were thereby compelled to march 
it on Foot, puffing, ſweating, and 
almoſt ſwearing, and now cover d 
with Duſt, as lately they were wich 
Honours. | 
When their Excellencies arriv 4 
at Somerſet-· Houſe they found the 
Guards on their Arms, the Court- 
Officers wich their Staves ranged in 
Order, to welcome {uch extraordi- 
nary Gueſts. They found a large 
Table ſpread with Variety of De. 
licacies: "They were {cated at the 
Head of the Table, wich Lords, and 
Peers, and Sothatogs! beneath chem 
They fed plentifully, as Men not 
much accuſtomed to ſuch Dainties; 
drank ſufficiently, but with dee a 
Moderation and Abſtinence + their 
Healths, and all other loyal ones 
ent round, intetmix d wich face 
R tious 


— 
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| tious Diſcourſe from: the L= C—. 
All this While their Excellencies 
comported themſelves with great 
Decorum and Cravity: And who- 
ever had ſeen them fo placed, and 
ſo behaving themſelves, in ſuch come- 
ly ſeemly manner, would have been 
far from imagining, unleſs he were 
ſo informed, whence they came or 
who they were. 

And here I cannot but let my 
ſelf looſe againſt all thoſe Block- 
heads of Newſmongers, (the Ga- 
vetteer excepted) who have ſtupid- 
ly omitted to recount to us the 
ſeveral Particulars of this memo- 
rable Day, and this great Event. 
Whilſt they overwhelm us with 
Stories of monſtrous Fiſhes, ſtrange 
Apparitions in the Sky, News from 
Geneva, Norway, Germany, and 
Turkey, that chey ſhould 5 wholly 
ſilent as ro our Ambaſſadors, muſt 


C proceed 


(EW 
Proceed from ſomething worſe than | 
Neglect, either from a Contempt of 
the — and the Go nt. | 
What would Poſterity have ſaid | 
of the preſent Age and our Au- 
thors, if they had come to learn, 
that in ſuch a Year ſo extraordinary 
an Embaſly had been ſent, and 
from Ireland too, and yet Run no 
Records of the i OE of the Am- 
baſſadors, of what they ſaid and 
did, 5 what was fad and done 
to chem ? eſpecially when they ſhall 
find ſo particular an Account of the | 
Perſons, Character, and Manners of 
the oa Indian Kings, who came 
hither but a few Years before our 
Ambaſſadors. In this caſe our Po- 
ſterity muſt have thought, that all 
thoſe noble Genius c, who have 
made ſuch a Noiſe with their Rela-| 
tons, and Accounts, and Hiſtories o 


The Lives and Deaths of Great Per- 
ſons 


4 _—_ 


— 
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19%” 
ſons, - were buried under the Ruins 
of Grub ſtreet. ET 
And by the way give me leave 
ro aſſert, that the [riſh Embaſly doth 


in no Degree give Place, if it be not 
ſuperior, to that of 1. It 1s 


true, this was compoſed of Kings, 


but, God knows, their juriſdiction 
. 2 the Extent * their Dominion 
were but inconſiderable. Moreover, 


they were Heathens, utter Strangers 
to polite Literature, and could not 


| ſpeak a Word of En gliſh : Whereas 


our Ambaſſadors may in ſome Senſe 


| be ſaid to have a Jurifdiction over 


the Three Kingdoms ; foraſmuch as 
ſeveral Perſons from the ſeveral Quar- 
ters of the Two Iſlands, are under 
their Tutelage, and may be moſt 


properly called their Subjects. The 


Principals of our Ambaſſadors exer- 


ciſe a moſt Deſpotic Government in 


their Diſtricts: They are reſtrain d 
C'S by 


8 
by no Habe Corpus Adds, by ne no 
Magna Charta s, no Trienzzal Clogs, 
nor any Laws but their own Wills, 
and a few Rules called Statutes, rhe 
Interpretation whereof lieth ſolely in | 
their own Breaſts, and may be TY 
and twiſted any Way, as, their Ape- 
tite for Gain or Rule direcdeth or 
inviteth. 
ö Again, our Ambaffäders are c. 
ſtians, and therefore to be preferr” d | 
to Heathens; I am alſo well aſſur'd 
they have a Smattering of Learning, 
and that they really underſtand the 
Eng liſs Tongue, and can talk it, 
Alek a little vitiated with Iriſhci ſms, 
and a certain Ir y Tone not very 
grateſul to the Ear: So that upon 
all of theſe Accounts they deſerve a 

Place in Engliſb Story, at leaſt as well 
as a few Barbarians. 

Ils am indeed a good deal troubled 
that I am not enabled to proceed 


fur- 


further in this Account, to let the 
Reader know what hath befallen 


their Excellencies ſince their Exal- 
tation at Somerſet-Houſe. But their 
Guide the Secretary Mr. M— having 


been much immerſed in other Affairs, 


hath not, as far as I can learn, ſhewn 
the Town to them as yet, or them 


to the Town : However, as he 1s 
a young Gentleman of great Courte- 


ſy and good Manners, eſpecially to- 
wards Strangers; and as he loveth to 
divert himſelf and others, I cannot 
apprehend but he will take a proper 
Opportunity to lead about the Am- 


baſſadors to ſee the Tombs, Bedlam, 
the Lions, the Wax-work, St. Dun- 
ſtar's Clock, with ſuch other Rarities 
as ule to be the Entertainment of Fo- 
reigners travelling to this ancient and 
noble Metropolzs : The Particulars 
whereof I hope ſoon to come to the 


Knowledge of, and that they may 
be 


12 2 2 * R | 
tbh the Subject of a Second, and no 
ignoble Part of this Hiſtory. 

In the mean time it may be pro- 
per to let the Curious know, that 


their Excellencies are to be ſeen any 
fair Day in the Mall, between the 
Hours of Ten and Two, or be- 
* Five and Eight in the Even- 


And if the Weather chance 


4 prove unſeaſonable for Walking, 
they are then at the ſaid Hours, to 
be ſhewn at the Smyrna Coffee- 
Houſe, the Owner whereof is their 
Engliſb Maſter, or in ſome other 
Place adjacent to, or not far from 


che Court-Air. 


FINIS. 


